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Editorial 

Although progress has been made in the beet and cane 
sector, particularly on varieties, yields in the field seem 
to be stagnating in several countries. This can also be 
linked to the fact that R&D is 
increasingly conducted by 
private companies, who need 
a return on investment, and 
thus neglect agronomy. 
You will remember that 
WABCG made a study on this 
topic two years ago, 
underlining that many 
growers throughout the world 
indicate that personalised 
accompaniment with farming 
techniques is quite rare. 
Moreover, growers rarely have the tools needed to 
calculate and optimise their production costs. Based on 
these findings, WABCG compared the situation in its 
member countries and took inspiration from the 
successes achieved.  
The most effective method seems to be extension work 
in the field, by the growers’ associations, sharing the 
advice compiled by the technical institutes they are 
involved in. This expertise, which needs to be 
developed, requires the existence of structured 
independent associations with sufficient financial 
means.  
In January, our Secretariat was invited to share these 
conclusions in India. Indeed, the Vasantdada Sugar 
Institute organized the 2nd International Conference 
and Exhibition in Pune, with a focus on sustainability 
and innovation. 
This is the occasion for me to recall how important it is 
to have strong and independent growers’ associations. 
This is the only way growers can really benefit from the 
results of technical, and economic studies. For our 
growers to have the best productivity, the best 
management at the farm level, but also the best 
adjustment to demand. And thus, for us – and our 
entire industry – to be the most sustainable!  
 

Eduardo Romão, President  
WABCG 

 
 

News from Austria 
2019 was an average beet year but the beet area had 
dropped for the second year in row.  
The campaign started one month later than usual, and the 
two sugar factories finished the campaign after only 86 
days in the last days of December.  
 

The development in the last few 
years has led to a decline in beet 
area. 
 
What are the main issues? 
 
Firstly, it is our special pest, the 
weevil, a beetle, which destroys 
the young beet plants totally: 
farmers can have total field losses 
within one day. 

 
In Austria, we lost 12,5 % of the 2019 beet area to the 
weevil. The losses were not so high compared to the year 
before, when we lost nearly 25%. 
We had sown only 32.000 hectares in 2019 and 27.800 
hectares remained after the weevil. The lack of 
possibilities for controlling the weevil further decreased 
motivation to grow beet. The only effective but time-
intensive measure we were able to apply last year was 
pheromone traps. With these traps, which were buried in 
the ground, beet growers collected about 100 to 150 
million weevils. This 
number of weevils could 
not reproduce for this year. 
                 
 
The weevil, a very dangerous 

pest  
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The second reason for the decline in beet area is 
economical. The low motivation of farmers to grow 
beets was a consequence of the 2018 beet price – 
the lowest we ever had.  
 
The third reason is the large number of farmers 
switching their farms to organic production to 
receive a higher income in the future.  
No beets are grown during the farm´s two-year 
transition to organic, as farmers would have higher 
costs but would not get the higher organic beet price 
during this period.  
This conversion to organic alone in the past two 
years accounts for around 10% of beet area. 
 
Due to the difficult situation in beet growing in 
Austria, the ministry of agriculture has announced a 
three-year financial support for the sugar beet 
sector for research activities regarding the weevil 
and other important issues like Cercospora, a very 
important foliar disease which leads to a dramatic 
drop in sugar content. We work together with 
universities and research institutes, hoping to find 
the necessary solutions for the future.  
 
In the meantime, we have negotiated a three-year 
contract - with attractive minimum prices - with our 
sugar company AGRANA to stabilize and increase 
the beet area in Austria to the level of two years ago. 
 
The research activities and the new contract will 
increase the willingness of farmers to stay in beet 
production in the future.  
In addition, the sugar market in Europa becomes 
more and more balanced, which will create better 
sugar prices in the coming years. So, there is some 
optimism for the next years for the beet and sugar 
sector. 
 

However, climate change and public discussion 
about production methods in the field, especially the 
use of plant production products, cast a shadow over 
agriculture in general and is a huge challenge 
nowadays. We have to keep an eye on that. 
In Austria we have huge support from the new, 
farmer-friendly government, but the plant 
protection issue has to be clarified at European level 
to have appropriate plant protection products for 
the different regional types of agriculture in our 
countries. 

 
Markus Schöberl, Managing Director 

Vereinigung Österreichischer Rübenbauernorganisationen, 
Association of Austrian beet growers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next meetings 
 

2-5 June in Munich 
(Germany) 

 
23 November in London  

(UK) 
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News from France 
The French harvest is coming to an end, with 451,000 
hectares harvested this year, 7% lower than last year. 
This drop in planting is mainly all due to falling prices, 
but is also the result of technical difficulties in sugar 
beet growing: on the one hand, pressure from pests is 
increasing in France (especially concerning the weevil 
or Cercospora leaf spot) and, on the other hand, there 
are fewer and fewer plant protection products 
available to the grower.  
 
The situation in the sector 
was difficult in 2019, with 
the announced closure of 4 
sugar factories out of the 
25 French factories. While 
the growers can 
understand that 
rationalizing tools can 
reduce costs in an attempt 
to move towards greater 
competitiveness, they do 
not understand the abandonment of production areas 
without being accompanied towards structuring 
projects.  
 
Inter-branch discussions have suffered as a result, and 
we are unable to reach an inter-branch agreement for 
the 2020 sowings. But there is still hope, and CGB is 
trying to improve the growers’ negotiating power by 
strengthening their organisation.  
 
Nevertheless, in this context, beet area may decrease 
again this year, probably by around 8%. This may seem 
surprising when the world sugar market is showing 
signs of recovery, on the one hand and, on the other, 
because bioethanol, which is the outlet for 25% of our 
beet, is at a record level in terms of price. 
 
It should be pointed out that the recovery of the world 
market is not yet perceptible on the European market: 
long-term contractual commitments between sugar 
buyers and sellers, for significant volumes at low 
prices, prevent the sector from benefitting. The 
European sector, during this second year without 
quota, has once again become net-importer but at non-
remunerative prices for the entire sector! Although the 
European sector can but suffer the low prices on the 
world market, it must nevertheless learn from this 
malfunctioning of the European contracting method 

downstream: it appears to be frozen and incapable of 
evolving with the market signals. As long as this 
remains the case, we should not expect an increase in 
the area sown by the growers.  
 
The stakes for 2020 are therefore important. We 
remain confident: the sector has managed to develop 
a “sector plan” to enable us to face the coming years, 
in particular in terms of structuring projects, with 
technical support for the growers, research topics and 
innovations in terms of insurance and risk management 
tools. Now we must put them into practice. This is in 
full coherence with the "Green Deal" which the new 
European Commission’s roadmap.  
 
Finally, bioethanol is showing good signs of recovery: 
strong Community demand is driving prices up. This 
fuel, which is cheaper and ecologically more virtuous 
than fossil fuels, is quite rightly widely acclaimed by the 
consumer. We can even wonder if, little by little, this 
ethanol will not become the first outlet for our beet!  
Hence the importance of keeping our production 
mechanism, our know-how, around a sector which is 
fully operational in order to face 2020!  
 

 
Pierre RAYE, CEO 

Confédération Générale des planteurs de Betteraves (CGB, Association 
of French Beet Growers), France 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    4 
 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

News from Malawi 
Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi (SUGAM) 
has partnered with Feed the Future Strengthening 
Agricultural and Nutrition Extension (SANE) to 

implement a study 
project called Integrated 
Household Farming – 
Household Approach 
(IHF-HHA). The 
partnership will run from 
May 2019 to September 
2020.  
 
Feed the Future 

Strengthening Agricultural and Nutrition Extension 
(SANE) is a five-year Activity (2015-2020 November) 
operating in Malawi and administered by the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 
with Catholic Relief Services Malawi. One of the key 
components of the project is to improve farmer 
households’ food security, nutrition status, income 
generation, and agricultural practice and 
technology while empowering vulnerable 
populations such as youth and women.  
For this sake, SANE developed an innovative training 
program, Integrated Homestead Farming (IHF) - 
Household Approach (HHA). IHF is the combined 
diversified production of plants and trees 
(vegetables, fruits and legumes) and rearing of small 
stock (poultry, rabbits, guinea pigs, fish, etc.) around 
the home for improved access to the food groups to 
enhance food security and nutrition status, generate 
income, and improve agricultural practice and 
technology. HHA empowers all household members 
(women, girls, men and boys) in planning, 
implementation of, and benefiting from household 
agriculture activities through knowledge and skills 
building in decision making, and resource 
mobilization and utilization.    
 
SANE proposed the study to assess how training on 
IHF and HHA by private sector extension workers can 
better promote nutritional, gender, agricultural, and 
welfare status of farmers, especially for farmers 
engaged heavily in cash crops. The study targets the 

farmers of Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi 
(SUGAM). SUGAM is an umbrella body for 
smallholder sugarcane growers that grow sugarcane 
for industrial purposes. In the study, SUGAM 
extension staff will participate in the training by 
SANE on IHF-HHA, and will provide training and 
support for the participating outgrower households, 
with backstopping for SUGAM staff over the months 
of the study. SANE staff will conduct a baseline and 
an endline survey that will capture key household 
gender and nutrition status, and behaviours – 
decision-making, budget allocation, time allocation, 
and related behaviours. Changes and gains in 
knowledge, attitudes and practices will also be 
measured for both those in the program and those in 
the control group. In order to collaborate in 
implementing the training and the study, the SANE 
project is facilitating a service agreement with 
SUGAM. IHF-HHA will complement the Practice for 
Change project which SUGAM is implementing in 
Chikwawa district to support sugarcane growers 
under Kasinthula, KAMA and Phata grower 
organizations with funding from Solidaridad Network 
Southern Africa Trust. 
 

 
Sugarcane farmers on a tour of Gulugufe where they 
practice IHF 

To roll out the project SUGAM and SANE conducted 
a briefing meeting at Hope Lodge in Chikwawa on 
15th July 2019. Speaking during the briefing meeting, 
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SANE Officer pointed out by quoting one researcher 
who said “Outgrower schemes improve farmers’ 
income, but its effect on farmer household’s 
nutrition has been marginal / not been observed” 
(Kennedy 1989, Braun 1995). It is against this 
background that SANE proposed to work with 
SUGAM whose farmers are involved in production 
sugarcane as a cash crop.  
 
Recently SUGAM and SANE conducted training of 
Facilitators and Lead Farmers who were tasked with 
the responsibility champion IHF-HHA in their 
communities especially sugarcane growing 
households. The two partners also conducted a 
baseline study to provide baseline data which will be 
used to compare the results after training the 
sugarcane growing households in IHF-HHA. The 
report of the baseline study will be released in due 
course. A follow up review meeting was also 
conducted to assess the progress made towards 
training of the households in in IHF and HHA. 
 

Geoffrey Nkata, Executive Secretary 
Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi (SUGAM) 

Latest study made by WABCG  
is available upon request. 

 
 

Certification and segmentation:  
How extra value is given to sugar beet and 

cane growers around the world 
(Dec. 2019) 

 
 

 
 
“Particularly in situations of depressed prices, it is 
necessary for upstream agricultural activities to 
search for ways of obtaining extra value. As a result, 
sugar beet and sugar cane growers are tempted to 
develop certification schemes or segmentation of 
supply, in an attempt to differentiate themselves. 
What is the potential of these initiatives and what can 
be expected from them?  
To have a clearer view, the WABCG has identified 
initiatives taken in this direction around the world, 
summarized by 21 of its members on the five 
continents.” 


